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ALGIERS IN THE OTTOMAN PERIOD: 
‘THE CITY AND [T'S POPULATION 


Federico Cresti® 


Introduction 


Amongst the topics concerning Algiers in the Ottoman period over 
which historians and researchers still debate, often taking up widely 
differing positions, undoubtedly one of the most interesting concerns 
its population. Indeed, in the last few decades many scholars have dealt 
with this topic; and it is one which is important for anyone interested 
in the city in the Muslim world during the Ottoman period. Further- 
more, from a more general, historiographic viewpoint, it has significant 
i ions for the collocation of Algiers within the framework of 
events in the Mediterranean between the sixteenth and nineteenth 
centuries, as well as for its importance as a territorial capital of the 
Ottoman Regency. 

On this occasion I shall return to research begun several years ago. 
part of the results of which have already been published,' though there 
is still ample room for further hypotheses. My purpose here is to state 
precisely the terms of the debate, to review in detail the present state 
of research and, as far ax possible, to add some further, litte known, 
clemen 

It might be useful to recall some geographical and historical facts 
that constitute a frame of reference and form the basis for any other 
considerations on the printed sources or on the archival documents 
available. First of all. the size of the city in the Ottoman period. 
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It is well known that after Khayr al-di “Barbarossa” seized power 
and recognised the Sultan of Constantinople as his sovercign (1518 
the fortifications of the city were adapted to the new defence require- 
ments and theie perimeter enlarged.’ Even though we do not know the 
exact size of the alJazair of Bani Mazghanna, the defensive walls of 
the Ottoman period covered a larger surface area than those of the 
preceding period, Moreover, the city was given new port structures, 
which in the following decades woukl make landing easier, giving rise 
to a period of prosperity, based mainly on an increase in privateering, 
Within the perimeter of the walls the surface area of the city measured 
at least 45 hectares.’ We should recall that this area did not notably 


1 Tie chronicle of this epsede recount dat Haan Agha, the succemor of Khayr 
alafin as Governor of Algiers, hast the walls rebuilt and the damaged parts repaired, 

providing them with batteries of canons (R. Basset, Daciennts musnans so less Alger 
en 1541 [Pace and Oran, 1890], 20-21). The fortifications of the city had beets repaired 


several times it the past, if we axe 40 believe Leo Africans (who visited Algiers in 
1515 during one of his journeys’ in bis gf Mca be speal of rebuiktng the 
city walle with the stones of Tamendfust (Jean-Léon I. t 


inn, Deserpton 
French translation by A, Epaulael (Paris, 1981], p. 352), Nevertheles the text does 
toot specify the period of the sccorstraction I have onggesied clorwhere tht this ook 


place m the Zayyanid in the course of the fourteenth century (we F. Gresti, 
Nsw sus ottoen i Algeri dalle origini al periodo taco,” Sadi Megrebin 
Qerncefoie: SA) 12 (1900), 115. (ISA) nd slrendy bop we om beproing the 
defence of the fortress ("the Kasbah, which in that period was the only fortress in 


Algiers” acconding to the Eaton de las pes de Argel by Diego de Haedo (Histoire des 
Rot Agen” French tration by UD. De Grammont, Rew dficere (eco 
RA} 24, no, 139 [1880]: 58). The work on the fortifications continued throughout the 
stare century, and more episodically in the coure of the following centuries 
“Son dew mesuré sur les reraparts, eat d'environ 3.000 m, sa superficie 
de 415.000 me" (Archives du Service Historique de ("Armée de Terve, Vincennes, 
Genie, Algérie, art. 8, sec. 1, cart, 2, no, 1: Mimoive sw la Place d'Alger par le Of de 
Bacall Cle, 1830 [henceforth Mimi Cele], Zi: according to Rare the cty tad 
: tens 


hesurface nsvas was 46 hecnnes (4. eae, 0-8) USE eee ae 1985), 
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increase over the following decades, not because there was no need for 
more space on which to build, but for military reasons. We know that 
during the pashadom of “Arab Ahmad (1573) the city had begun to 
expand to the south, outside Bab Azan, with the formation of a suburb. 
that was later destroyed for defence reasons. 





The Importance of Immigration in the Early Ottoman Poriod 


Scholars generally agree? over the reasons for an increase in the popula 
tion of Algiers in the early Ottoman period, which was due mainly to 
the immigration of Muslims forced (o leave the Iberian peninsula in 
the last phases of the Christian conquest. A phenomenon which had 
certainly begun before the arrival of the Turks, but was accentuated at 
the time of ‘Ardj and Khayr al-«lin’s capture of the city, of in any case 
in the first two decades of the sixteenth century. Diego de Haedo, who 
was in Algiers around 1580 and who later published a crucial work for 
our knowledge of the city in this period, writes: 


‘The fourth category of Moors [in Algiers] is made up of those who came 
here from the kingdoms of Granada, Aragon, Valencia and Catalonia, 
and who continue to come here today from Marseilles and other French 
ports whence it is easy to embark, ‘They can be divided into two groups: 
the Mudejares who have left Granada and Andalusia, and the Tagan- 
nos who come from the kingdoms of Aragon, Valencia and Catalonia, 
‘These Moors are white-skinned and well-proportioned, as are all those 
who come from Spain. They exercise a great number of different pro- 
fessions and every one of them is skilled i some craft: from those who 
make harquebus, gunpowder or saltpetre to locksmiths, carpenters and 
masons, tailors, shoemakers, potters, and so on. Many breed silk-worms 
or own shops in which all kinds of merchandise are sold [...] They dress 
like Turks [...] In Algiers there are about « thousand houses of these 
Andalusian Moors." 


41). The discrepancy between the above-mentioned figures from 41,5 hectares to 
c. 60 hectares: is conspicuous. It would be useful to verify the diferent calculations an 
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It is interesting to note that, according to Haedo, while occupying less 
than a twelfth of the houses (a total of 12,200 “small and large”).’ 
the Andalusians made up a fifth or a sixth of the Moorish population 
of Algiers." There is little else on Andalusian emigration to the cit 
For instance, again according to Haedo, in 1517 a military expedition 
leaving Algiers under the command of ‘Ardj counted 500 Andalusian 
Moriscos among its ranks.” Nevertheless, the text does not tell us whether 
these included members of the families that had settled in Algiers. We 
must remember that the careers of ‘Argj and his brother Khayr al-din 
in the western Mediterranean included transportation to the North Afri- 
can coast of those Spanish Muslims who desired to leave the country: 
According to De Grammont (who cites as his source certain “oriental 
writers” without giving their names), “they carried more than 10,000 
Moors across the sea." In the Ghazavedt ‘Arif wa KBayr al-din, which is 
probably De Grammont’s source, there are several episodes of this kind, 
Khayr al-din crossed the Spanish waters for three months “in order to 
help his brothers and take on board those whom he could wrest from 














20 Cit ASI, The number of houses proposed by 

‘calculation, which s nevertheless erroneous once 
the dota in Bre text have been scratinoed. The calcaloon fe Gordie compbcated by 
the fact that for some for example the ‘Acuagon’ (ciedwe's), the reference is to 
“famulies” and wot "houses for urananried amen be speaks of “barracks” not houses: 
he ofien speaks of families who live in buts of in “rersted rooms,” and at least in one 
case he refers to precarious habitations made of straw leaning against the houses out: 
side the city. If we add wp the habitations that the author explicitly attributes to each 
of the categories of the urban population 4,100 for the Moors, 7,600 for the Turks, 
150 for the Jews) we reach a Ggure of 11,850. Peeusing Haedo's text, the population 
is determined by a sum that inchides the occupants of 11,850 houses, 100 families 
snd 200 be $00 pena toed eamtariod asa vais my be abel 25,000 
Clurstinn shines” and a small number of fece Christians. 

* Among the four distinct groups comprising the Moory Hacdo considers that 
“those who were born in the city.” the Baldis, occupy €. 2,300 houses, the Aueges 
teach 100 families and 200 or 300 unnamed men, the other Kabyles occupy €. 600 
houses, while the Aleries do not own houses in the city since they live “in the porticos 
of houses” or che in stranr tent cunidie BED ‘Azim Givi, pp. 491-498. N. Saidouni 
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the Christian tyranny”! though how many is not specified, Some 
years later his vessels sailed along the Spanish coasts in order to take 
on board Muslims who desired to move to Africa, and on this occasion 
“he embarked a large number who came to live in Algiers” 

Even later, between 1529 and 1535, the Algerian fleet made sev- 
eral crossings and “carried 70,000 souls to Algiers.” This last figure 
is improbably large, since only a relatively small number of Spanish 
Moriscos set up residence in Algiers. which was not one of the cities 
where the ority settled. Most of these who landed in the central 
Maghreb went to live inland, or else in other cities along the coast, 
such as Sharshall, which the Ghazazedt tells us underwent a kind of 
renascence thanks to the Andalusian Moors" 

Apart from this rather vague information, other categories of immi- 
grants populated the city and it doesn’t seem as though the Andalusian 
was the most important in terms of its demographic increase 
in the sixteenth century, Actually, Hacdo states that when he arrived in 
Algiers the Turks were those who made up the largest nucleus of the 
population, We should recall that by “Turks” Haedo meant all chose 
“who were born or whose fathers were born in Turkey.” but also all 
those “who can call themselves Turkish by profession”: in other words, 
those recently converted to Islam, Christians (often former slaves) who: 
had renounced their faith. They made up the majority of the popu- 
lation “they, together with their children, are more numerous than 
the other inhabitants, Moors, Turks, Jews, since there is not a single 
Christian nation that has not provided Algicrs with its contingent of 




















just 
3a al pt by Ca i he ng Gane nea 3p an ltal- 
ian transiation of a Spanih manuscript held in the Bibloteca Comunale m Palermo, 
schich nin turn a trartlation of @ copy of the Ghagaodt held in the Eacural ta Madi 
was published try E. Pelece 20 the end of the nincternth commary, in Vrchivio Stovice: 
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apostates”), Haedo gives them 6,000 houses, that is, a little less than 
half the population of the city.'* 

As for those “born in Turkey.” the first nucleus was made ap not 
only of the troops commanded by 'Araj and Khayr aledin but also of 
2,000 janissaries whom Sultan Selim I had sent to Algiers after his act 
of allegiance, and by Turkish volunteers who had arrived at the same 
time: altogether around 4,000 persons, as far as we can glean from 
the sources. Adding up the various categories, the Turks, with 7,600 
houses in all, constituted the most important part of the population. 
‘To complete the picture of “ethnic” groups listed by Haedo were the 
Jews, with 150 houses in two different neighbourhoods. 

Leaving aside for the moment any reflections on the absolute value 
of Haedo’s figures and confining ourselves to their relative value, 
the contribution of populations from other countries seems to peak 
around the end of the sixteenth century. If we consider that, before 
the Turks seized power, the urban population was probably comprised 
mainly of Haedo's category of “Baldis"—to which we can add the 
“Azuagos” and other “Kabyles” together with the Jews and a certain 
number of Andalusians then we can deduce that during the sixteenth 
century the population of Algiers tripled with the arrival of immi- 
grants, favoured by the new position of the city within the context of 
events in the Mediterranean in this period. If we add the Christian 
slaves, then the population of Algiers was perhaps quadrupled. Such 
an increase—three or four times the initial population over a period 
of about 100 years—scems to be a unique phenomenon for a city of 
“ancien régime.” From an economic perspective it corresponds to “the 
prodigious growth of Algiers” thanks to the privatecring described by 
Fernand Braudel." 











 Haedo, Tipegraphic...cit., 497. This figure is probably exaggerated: the presence 
of a large number of “apostates” must have parvcubutly impressed a rehgious man 
like Haedo, On the presence of converts to Islam in the militia in a later period, see 
T. Shuval, # ov. 60-62, 
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Sources and Data ox the Population 


‘This enormous increase in its population would be acceptable, if we 
could ascribe a reduced size and a modest position to Algiers with 
respect to other central North African cities in the period prior to 
Ottoman rule, Yet what exactly do we know about the population of 
Algiers in this period? Very li leed. In the twelfth century, al-ldrisi 
describes it as a “very populous” city with a flourishing trade, though 
this tells us little about its true demographic size."’ The first numerical 
calculation in the sources dates to the beginning of the sixteenth cen- 
tury, when Hasan al-Zayyati (aka Leo Africanus) gave it 1,000 hearths."* 
‘This figure, the accuracy of which we have no comparative means of 
judging.” certainly does not place Algiers amongst the most densely 
populated cities of the central Maghreb.” Its reduced demographic size 
in the first decades of Ottoman nile seems to be confirmed by Nicolas 
de Nicolay who was the first European to describe it in the sixteenth 
century.” Passing through Algiers in 1551, he gives it a population of 
3,000 hearths, even fewer than Leo Africanus. 

‘This is just a brief outline of the scanty information available to us 
for the pre-Ottoman period. If we concede a substantial increase in 
the number of inhabitants due to immigration (tripling or quadrupling 
in about 100 years), we are immediately faced with the problem of 

















fiom 1560 to 1570, and of a “seconde et toujours prodigieuse fortune d’Alger™ from 
1580 o 1620 (iid., 203-205). 
YR. Dozy and M. De Goeje, ed. and trans, Desenpion de CAtngue ot de U Espagne 
per Edin (avastatic veprint of the 1866 edison; Leiden, 1968), 65, Other Muslan 
xcographers in other periods, such as al-BakiT and Put Res, use the same locution in 


lean off Che eetteniiatices. Dor ths te Geen cn. Een tn chee 900 inh ot ole 
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physical space. Did the enlargement of the defensive walls in the early 
Ottoman period triple or quadruple the surface area of the city ina 
muros? Certainly not, even though, as mentioned above, it is difficult to 
evaluate the extension of the city prior to this period, 

If we accept Pasquali’s conclusions” —whose analysis of the expan- 
sion of Algiers in the Berber and Ottoman period is based on an overly 
long list of hypotheses concerning the morphology of the site and on 
comparison with a medley of other urban sites—then the new space 
acquired by the city with the expansion of its walls would have been no 
more than about ten heetares. Another possibility is thar the buildings 
in the pre-Ottoman city were concentrated within a limited area, with 
much of the space cither uninhabited or used for the cultivation of 
crops.” A further hypothesis is that the pre-Ottoman city walls delim- 
ited a smaller perimeter than the one proposed by Pasquali and that 
they only enclosed the actual built environment—no more than twenty 
heetares at the most--in the low-lying area of the site, nearest the sea. 
This last hypothesis seems plausible.” even though we would need to 
interpret afresh the archacological data and carry out new land surveys 
in order to prove it. All of which seems unlikely in the near future. 

Whichever of these hypotheses is correct, the result of this demo- 
graphic increase was the progressive occupation of all the space within 
the new city walls” and the gradual congestion of the built environmer 
This increase in the density of the buildings reached an extreme limit 
that shocked mast Europeans who described the city in the sixteenth 











2. Pasquali, “Lévohution de ba rue musulmane «'El-Djezai," Documents Algirien, 
Séne culturelle, no, 75 (1955), fo the absence of more couvineing material proot, 
Pascquak's hypothesis of the city’s extension in the Berber period secs very doubsful 
sce ako E. Pasquali “Alger aux époques phnicienne et romaine,” Decumets Aiginen:. 
Série eulturelle, no, 62 (1952; M- Legkay, “A la recherche dTeasium,” atiguatis Afii- 
ines, wo. 2 (1978). 

© ‘This wem to he the hypothesis accepted by, amongst others, S. Missoum, “EI 
deraevllo dela eneinn de Arp nara ex ihon XVI y XV y we refachones com bs 
textos ¥ practicas jundicas,” in Liarbemsenr dens U'Occident waciudimaen eu Moyen die: Axpects 
pordopes, (actes recveilhs et prépasés par Cressiet, Fierro, and Van Staevel (Madnd, 
2000, 220, fig. 3. 
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and seventeenth centuries, Returning once again to Haedo, it nevers 
theless seems unlikely that the available space within the walls could 
have allowed for the construction of over 12,000 houses (in the sense 
of separate individual units) and so we may conclude that this figure 
is exaggerated.” 

Arab and Turkish documentary sources from the seventeenth and 
eighteenth centuries contribute little to our knowledge of the demo- 
graphic size of Algiers, while European sources provide quite a lot of 
data, though this is mostly information which does not come from a 
direct knowledge of the city, but from compilations, or which does 
not correspond to the physical size of the city. Throughout most of 
the seventeenth century many European writers state that the number 
of houses in Algiers was even greater than Hacdo’s estimation: from 
c. 13,500 according to Jean-Baptiste Gramaye, who was a prisoner in 
Algiers in 1619, to 15,000 according to the Venetian Giovanni Battista 
Salvago and to Frangois Pierre Dan who both sojourned there a few 
years later, These last figures were taken up by many geographers and 
writers who dealt with events in Algiers and North Africa in the Otto- 
man period.” Starting with the figure of 12,200 inhabitants provided 
by Haedo, Jean-Baptiste Gramaye estimates that in the last quarter of 
the sixteenth and the first two decades of the seventeenth century the 
number of houses in the city increased by 1,300, These would have 




















is important 
sit ce toy as 12.200 hoes, both large ard seal” Topographin.”cit 
RA 14 1870: 431). A more acceptable point of comparson could be that of 6.800 


Ihoues ba the French miliary coceat aber, dhe Conquest oe fae), Nevertales, we 


do not know with any accuracy the evolution of in the two and 
a half centuries cirea that the two estimates. In his above-mentoned article 
S. Ms ptowards the end of the seventeenth 





who seems identify it with the dee, one of the types of preferred by the 
janissories according to Shuval—see also T. Shuval, op. cit., PY Great peas 
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been mainly houses built inside the walls by the former inhabitants 
of the extra momia suburbs that had been destroyed in 1573, while a 
further wave of Andalusians, expelled from Spain in 1609, supposedly 
found asylum in Algiers in 300 new houses (“casas vel domus” writes 
Gramaye in Latin; that is, both shanties and proper houses). 

From the last decades of the sixteenth century the population recorded 
by most of the European sources seems to rocket: 130,000 inhabitants 
according to Lanfreducci and Bosio (1587); 150,000 according to Sal- 
vago (1625), who describes the city as being “full as an egg”; the same 
figure according to Tollot (17315 and ©. 117,000 according to Shaw 

1738), The figure of 100,000 is the one that recurs most frequently. 
At least twelve European authors mention it ir writ 

We must remember that oth 
Dawity (162 id Goppin (1686) cite 80,000 inhabitants, Lithgow (1615) 
30,000, Later, Cano (. 1750) speaks of 50,000 inhabitants, as do Ven- 
ture de Paradis (1789) and Shaler (1815). According to Raynal (1788), 
there were fewer than 50,000, while, according to Dubois-Thainville 
1809), there were between 75,000 and 80,000, 

‘The discrepancies between the European authors’ estimations corre- 
spond to the real difficulty of proposing figures that are not merely the 
result of subjective appraisals or that take up uncritically more reliable 
reports. It would seem that a first-hand knowledge of North African 
cities and the related literature which could provide better tools for 
evaluation does not generate greater objectivity. Graberg, for example. 
who was Swedish consul in North African countries and who bases his 
observations on consolidated bibliographical research, gives the city « 
minima of 70,000 inhabitants and c. 10,000 houses: as a point of 
comparison, we should recall that the first French military census, after 
taking the city, gives 24,200 inhabitants and c. 6,800 houses. 








® Mémoire Callas, 2. Lespés (op. cit, 140) cites the figure in this text from a copy 
held in the same archives art I, 0. 11" which is probably diferent from our copy 
see note 3 above). We have not found the document cited by Lespes, who does not 
give Geswes Gor Ge pepaiation tere &, Leasta, ep. cit. GL. The consis to whitch 
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The data from the available sources, almost all of which have been 
published,” highlight both the above-mentioned discrepancies and the 
widespread acceptance on the part of European writers of 100,000 
or more inhabitants, especially up to the beginning of the eighteenth 
century: 


‘Table 1. The population of Algiers i 





nan period according to 














the soure 
1516 Hasan al-Zayyau/ 1,000 hearths 
Leo Africanus 

1550 Nicolay 3,000 hearths: 

1578-1581 Haedo 12,200 houses 

1587 Lanfreducei and Boso 130,000 inhabitants 

I5a8 Santo 4,000 hearths 

1595 Botero 80,000 inhabitants 

1605 Savary de Bréves 100,000 inhabitants 

1615 Lithgow 30,000 inhabitants 

1619 Gramaye ©. 13,500 houses 

1621-1626 Mascarenhas 12,000 houses 

1625 Salvago 150,000 inhabitants, 15,000 houses 

1634 Dan more than 100,000 inhabitants, 
€. 15,000 houses 

1610-1642 Aranda 100,000 inhabitants 

1656, Sanson d'Abbeville 12,000/15,000 houses 

1660 Davity ed. De Rocoles) ¢. 15,000 houses 

1662 uty 100,000 inhabitants, 13/15,000. 
houses 

16 Du Val 15,000 houses 

1668 Dapper €. 15,000 houses 

1670 Ogilby 100,000 inhabitants, 15,000 houses 

1674-1675 Arvieux more than 100,000 inhabitants, 
15,000 houses 

1683 Manesson-Mallet 100,000 inhabitants 

1685 Laugicr de Tassy 100,000 mbhabitants 

led. 1725) 
1686 Coppa ¢. 80,000 inhabitants 
1688 De La Croix 15,000 houses 


1700 Comelin more than 100,000 inhabitants 
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‘Table L cont. 
i719 Gueudeville 100,000 mhabitants 
1729 Vander Aa ©. 5,000 houses 
1734 ‘Tollot 150,000 inhabrrants 
1738 Shaw ©. 117,000 inhabitants 
17506, Juan Cano 50,000 inhabitants 
784 Palermo more than 100,000 inhabitants, 
no fewer than 15,000 houses 
1785-1788 Von Rehbinder 80,000 inhabitants 
1788 Raynal fewer than 50,000 inhabitants 
1789 Venture de Paradis ¢. 50,000 inhabitants, 5000 houses: 
1808 Bouun 73,000 inhabitants 
1809 Dubots-Thainville 75,000/80,000 inhabitants 
1315, Shaler ¢. 50,000 inhabitants, ¢. 5.000 houses 
1815-1817 Pananti 100,000 inhabitants 
1330 Griberg 70,000 inhabitants, ¢. 10,000 houses 
[1830 Meémorre Colas 24,200 inhabitants, 6,800 houses} 





Data from the European Sources: A Comparative Critical Approach 





‘The European sources disclose a quite stable population throughout 
the seventeenth century: indeed all the authors except two give the 
city 100,000 inhabitants. Yet can we really imagine « population of 
100,000 oF more for a city the size of Algiers in the Ottoman period? 
This figure has been generally accepted by modern historians and 
geographers. In an analysis published in 1929 on the distribution of the 
population in the Kasbah, which in the colonial period corresponded 
roughly to the perimeter of the Ovoman city, René Lespés does not 
express surprise, considering the recorded density, “that 17th century 
authors could, without exaggeration, give an estimate of 100,000 or 
more inhabitants for Algiers.“” More recently this figure has been 
questioned by André Raymond. In one of his studics on Arab cities 
in the Ottoman period we read: 


Dfaths move madan fen the caddef thc delnceuh Govan was k Gey Bc 
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lower than its population in the seventeenth century. The donbt arises 
especially for Algiers: the density fof its Popatation) is extremely high, 
with 646 inhabitants per hectare per 30,000 inhabitants in 1830), even 
more than the Qahira district in Cairo. "This may be explained by the 
“compression” of the city within its walls, the density of the buildings, 
their vertical structure, and finally the presence of prisons, in which the 
slaves were locked up at night and barracks crammed with thousands of 
janisaries and Christian slaves. Yet it is obvious that the estimated figures 
for earlier periods (one speaks commonly of 100,000 inhabitants in the 
seventeenth century) merit the soundest scepicam. A density of 2,000 
inhabitants per hectare is only a recent phenomenon, in aties like Alpers 
and Cairo, for reasons linked to colonization or to the demographic 
explosion in the twentieth century.” 


Raymond's comparative approach shows that, even with the lower 
estimate of 30,000 inhabitants, Algiers would have had a higher density 
than any other large city in the Arab world at the end of the eighteenth 
century, with 650 inhabitants per hectare.”” Moreover. Raymond suggests 
that the figure of 50,000 proposed by Venture de Paradis at the end 
of the eighteenth century is closer to the truth.” 

Venture de Paradis’ account (who was in Algiers from 1788 to 1790) 
seems carefully thought out, Besides, with the French Consulate as an 
observation point, he would have had a clearer idea of the urban real- 
ity of Algiers, while with respect to other European writers he had the 
advantage of knowing Arabic and ‘Turkish. He writes: 


Algiers has the extension that a city of 25,000-30,000 inhabitants in 
France would have and I think that its actual population could be realisti- 
cally estimated at 50,000 souls, taking into account the number of women 
who are always at home and s are never part of the crowd. Of these 
50,000 we can count 6,000 Gouloghis, 3,000 eastern Turks, 7,000 Jews, 
2,000 slaves and other Christians and 32,000 Moors, amongst whom we 
include these who come from Biskra and have the same function bere 
that people from Savoy and Auvergne have in Paris, the Zawawa, those 
who come from Mab and Jerba, 

















2 A. Raymond, Grandes villes evelvs ¢ (pope sttemene (Paris, 1985i, 62-63. 
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We may note in passing that in the second half of the eighteenth 
century, while Venture de Paradis was writing his Nols, almost all the 
other European sources abandon the estimates of 100,000 or more 
inhabitants and propose lower figures, from 80,000 to even fewer than 
50,000, Taking into account these figures, Venture de Paradis’ estimates 
still seem plausible, though we need to make a few observations before 
accepting them. 

The second half of the eighteenth century was certainly not the 
most prosperous time for the capital of the Ottoman Regency and, 
“to the extent that the parallel between the growth or decline of a 
population and economic progress or decline can be accepted as a valid 
hypothesis for research,” we may assume a larger number of inhabit- 
ants during its period of greater prosperity. It ix tempting to locate this 
period in the second quarter of the seventeenth century-a few years 
more than the period proposed by Braudel—though no documenta- 
tion gives us an exact evaluation of the population then. The figure 
of 100,000 inhabitants (or more) proposed by European authors who 
visited Algiers in this period more than 100,000 according to Dan in 
1634; 100,000 according to De Aranda in 1640-1642) is not really 
acceptable, not only in relation to the size of the city, but also because 
it clearly corresponds to the writers’ desire to strike the reader with an 
exceptional image of the situation.” 








years 1895-1897). 5. In another passage we encounter an interesting comment, which 
is nevertheless difficult to translate in numerical terms: “On pourrait peat-étre juger de 
bs population d’Alger par les moulins & farine qu'il y a dans la ville, moulins & mules 
toeratee pe des males on de chamecme 3 y cm 8 vingscrm temme par be Mado, 
qui font au plus trente mesures chacun par jour” hid. 

oth Pages ed Braudel speaks 
” The Alger” of which 1 
[he dates the citys apogee between 1580 and 1620. of it, vol. 2: 193] wert sil 
teine Gite. The idl scesmisenths cctary eosvampends, mutentes, to the ond of at 
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A Gradual Demographic Decline 


The inversion that appears in the vicissitudes of the city and its eco 
nomic resources can be located towards the end of the third decade of 
the sixteenth century, even though from a demographic point of view 
this did not translate into an immediate decline. The year 1638 and 
the Battle of Valona seem acceptable as the symbolic moment of this 
inversion. Nevertheless, the consequences of this battle in which Turks 
and Venetians faced one another were not merely symbolic for Algiers: 
the city lost an important part of its ships and their crews, together with 
many Christian galley slaves.” The cost of rebuilding the fleet (which 
a few years later, in 1GH, would again suller heavy losses during the 
siege of Canea) forms a pair with the “technological” changes of the 
: the galley system was gradually but definitively abandoned 
‘alona: “The maintenance of groups of slaves in the prisons 
no longer made any sense economically and {so} it was easy to pass 
from the concept of ‘slave-energy’ to that of ‘slave merchandise’":” 
together with the need to swell the Regency coffers, this meant that the 
liberation of slaves increased during the following decades, leading to a 
clear preponderance of “outgoing” with respect to “incoming” slaves, 
in other words, a progressive decline in their number, 

During these same years, especially in 1639, earthquakes, famine 
and other tragic events befell the population of the city. From 1650 the 
demographic crisis that struck the population after a series of devastating. 
epidemics becomes apparent.” Yet the crisis was also a political one: 











™ See H. D. De Grammont, “Histoire...” cit. 187-188. According to De Gram- 
mont the loses were 16 galleys and 2 brigantines ialmost half the galleys and a fourth 
‘of the Algierian naval fleet? See M. Belhamissi, Monin sf mans 4'Alger 1518-1530 
1996}, 1: 94, 1,500 lead and 3,634 staves set free (according to 5. Bono, 
conven barbaveahs (Turin, 1964], 43H, the loses were quickly recovered). See alse 
B. Bayes “Alger em 1645 ageis Kee nots du RB Miéraal” io Rew & (Order 
la Méditerrande ROMM), 17 1974 19-26, who considers 

‘ng thin he fener tr ral 

 B Boyer, op sit., 25, 

© Epidemics were quite frequent in Algiers, occunving throughout the century ice 





422 FEDERICO CRESTI 


until 1671 and the beginning of dhe Dey period, but also afterwards, 
there was a series of institutional upheavals, ‘The military power of the 
city and its very safety were threatened, especially during the sich 
and bombardments of the French fleet in the 1680s." Greater p ral 
stability set in from the second decade of the next century and contin- 
ued, more or less, until the end of the eighteenth century. Throughout 
the Regency the peace and economic revival that characterised the 
long period of the Dey government under Muhammad bin ‘Uthmin 
(1766-1791) has lead André Raymond to state that this period “can 
be considered as a period of Algerian renaissance." The revival of 
privatcering (with the consequent economic recovery) and the peace 
treaties with a part of the Christian potentates led to a renewed wealth 
for Algiers. Nevertheless, while on the one hand the city saw an increase 
in its number of slaves, on the other it underwent naval attacks and 
was struck by periods of famine and a series of epidemics which closed 
the last years of Muhammad “Uthman’s government. 

Su g up the main features of the evolution of Algiers in the 
seventeenth century and the first three-quarters of the eighteen 
arrival of immigrants during the expulsion of the Moriscos from 













the number of deaths seem exaggerated. The priest Gianola, chaplain to the Christian 
shaves at the tnne, states that during the 10 mouths of the pestilence st 1690 and 1691, 
10,000 Turks aad! Moors and 1,000 slaves died (Archivio della Sacra Congee; per 
MExangelizzazione ex De Fide (henceforth: APF), SC-Barbaria, 
vel. £2: 0. Canoes fom Alger 2.08 1691. For references to the doce: 
ally in Tables 3 and 4, see FE. Cresti, Doenoenti sl 

Mesh ¢ vad NVM MEN wk secelo ( 1983), passim), De Grammiont siates, without 
comment and without citing [speadlipuale epidemic that broke out in 1698 
Lulled between 25,000 and 49,000 people a year for four years (H.-D. De Grammiont, 
“Histoire...” cit, 269-269). These figures are unacceptable, unless De Grammont is 
implicitly referring to the whole terntory under die Regency. 

bombardments in 1682, 1683, and 1688, which greatly damaged the buildings. 
ost saned ou haps ae gy Reel dice the pevebaeg Bato ASN EaA ATE 
2 ee tho F Gresti, Alger nd XVI weole...€it For 2, WSS, yes 

‘a demographic perspective none of the bombardments 
serious comequences oper the documents give varying Bgures for the loss of 
Given. Bor example, in the meet tervililc in the chy’s tikeory, Ghose of the Bnaiichs Geet 
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aficr 1609, together with an increase in the population generated by 
economic prosperity and the inflax of slaves, swelled the population 
to its greatest number between 1625 and 1638. The space within the 
city became saturated, with a dense built environment inside the city 
walls made up of two and three, or even more, storey buildings” The 
forms of precarious habitat of the most recent immigrants may have 
disappeared in this period. The end of the period of great wealth 
and a political crisis, together with natural calamities, led to an initial 
demographic decline, of uncertain proportions, towards the half of the 
seventeenth century. A gradual decline, with moments of acute crisis 
during natural calamities such as earthquakes and epidemics), took 
place over the course of a century, with a hypothetical moment of 
revival from the mid-seventeenth century to 1797. At the end of this 
period the population count may be estimated at c. 50,000. 

‘The documentary evidence concerning the effects of the earthquakes 
that struck the city in the seventeenth and eighteenth centunes is some- 
what imprecise, since the known sources generally confine themselves (o 
describing the material damage. For instance, there is curious account 
of the effects of an earthquake on the height of the buildings in the 
report of an eighteenth century mission for the liberation of Christian 
slaves, in which we read that the French consul’s house was “one of 
the most beautiful in Algiers: before the last quake [3 February 1716] 
it was three storeys high, while today it is only wo." We learn from 
the same source that this earthquake, which was followed by more 
tremors until June of the same year, badly damaged all the buildings 
in the city and that seven years later, despite repairs, many houses were 
still “destroyed or half-collapsed. [The quake] was so violent that most 
of the houses in the countryside were reduced to rubble and the whole 
city would have suffered the same fate had the houses not been so close 
together that they supported one another”? 

The documents concerning the epidemics are not generally unani- 
mous in their assessments. There was, however, a notable demographic 
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crisis towards the end of the eighteenth century about which we have 
more precise information thanks to the sources and archival records: 
the plague of 1787-1788, While we have only vague estimates of the 
effects of earlier epidemics, in this case the sources give Us a more 
precise vision of the loss of human life, and alll the figures they give 
are very high. According to the writer Ahmad al-Shantf al-Zahar who 
dedicated a few lines of his Chronicles (written a few decades later) to 
event, up to 500 people a day died during the epidemic.” Accord- 
to Raynal who was in Algiers during this period, amongst the dead 
counted at the city gates were 14,334 Muslims, 1,774 Jews and 613 
free Christians and slaves.” The total of 16,721 dead is confirmed in 
a letter from the consul De Kerey who calculated, moreover, between 
5,000 and 6,000 dead in the nearby countryside, while Von Rehbinder, 
who was in Algiers between 1785 and 1788, speaks of 15,829 victims 
in five months. Finally, here is Venture de Paradis’ account: 


1787 was a mournful year for Algiers, the plague carried out a terrible 
massacre, Every day for four whole months 200, even 240, Muslims died, 
without counting Christians and Jews. In 1788 the pestilence struck agains, 
though it was not so crucl. In two years almost 700 Chnistian staves died 
‘The plague of 1787 must have killed a third of the inhabitants” 


If we accept Venture de Paradis’ estimation, together with that of the 
other eyewitnesses, the population of Algiers would have been slightly 
cover 50,000 inhabitants before the plague, and ¢. 35,000 afterwards. 
In the next forty years, from this event to the capture of Algiers by 
the French, the population would remain more or less constant. The 
absence of natural disasters and serious epidemics and a certain eco 











* Git. in M. Bethamissi, “Une lettre inédite war Alger an XVIU" adele.” lrchowe 
Netenotes Nae pronto 4. 
© GAT Raynal, Hester philesophoque et es itelisseoents ot commerce des Es 
dang ie wpe, 2 wo. ats, 1820), 2: 112, ct in Leaps ot, 189 
© "Phe misieska Te Rincy benescd Gr AE |. Belbuuniesi, Une lean ...ch., 40. The 
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nomic stability allow us to discard the hypothesis of a marked period 
of demographic, indeed general, decline that is commonly accepted by 
colonial historiography. Yet we still need to use caution when affirmi 
that the population remained constant between the end of the great 
epidemics and 1830, since the sum total of the population in Algiers 
before the French conquest is in any case the object of conflicting 
evaluations and hypotheses. 

The most retiable, and the first “modern,” piece of information 
concerning the population is the first census of 1830 in the above-cited 
document in the Vincennes military archives, the Mémoire Colas: 


‘The census ordered by the General in command gives these results 

1) Moors, a cross between ancient Mauritanians, who remained in the 
country after the various invasions, Spanish émigrés and ‘Turks, for 
a total of 16,800 

2} Jes expeied from Burope in the tineenth center, c. 8200 

4) Negroes, freed slaves, or domestic servants of both sexes, 1,200 

4) Indigenous Kabyle and Arab workers, together with Negroes, for a 
total of (their number is not known), ¢. 1,000." 


Thus, a total of 24,200 people, which nevertheless does not constinite 
the whole of the urban population at the end of the Ottoman period. 
Actually, both before and after the entry of the French troops on 
5 July 1830, a part of the population which is difficult 10 estimate fled 
the city”? Moreover, members of the janissary militia (2,500 single and 
1,000 married men according to the documents” and their families 

















” The presence of slaves (see uyre, which was faurly constant until 1816, indeed 
showing a notble increase between 1800 and 1815, coukl constitute ats interesting 


gauge. 

> Méweise Callas, 3. in the manuscript the number of “Negroes” “Environ 1,000°) 
seems to have been added afer and the total is not given. P. Rozet’s observations 
of al: pas on the “premicr dénombrement, eicctné au lendemain de nour amnvee.” 
which are taken op by Leste 497, are minding fer» fog series of cal 
culations and observations, Razet gives the city 30,000 inhabitants before the French 


H. Khodja, Le Mirsir (Paris, 1985), who recounts the departure by boot of 
thtany Gerulifes “pour se ensver dems bes papa des Maietes 20.6 Dousie” beliee the Occe- 
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were expelled along with other ‘Turks on the orders of the expedi 
commander Bourmont.”' About 1,000 families and 2.500 single men. 
and so certainly more than 5,000, indeed probably at least 7,000 people 
ahogether. 

If we add all those who fled the city and those who died during the 
military operations from the Landing of French troops at Sidi Ferruch 
to the armistice, we can state with a fair degree of certainty that on 
the eve of the colonial conquest the population of Algiers counted well 
over 30,006 abitants, Two further documents seem to confirm this: 
the first (probably written by someone close to Bertrand Clauzel, the 
chief commander of the army, who had ordered the first census) states 
that the population “before the French invasion had risen to 10,000 
souls.” while the report of the commission of inquiry sent to Algiers 
three years after the conquest states that “Algiers counted 35 to 40 
thousand souls before the siege“ 





The Number of Slaves 


In the demographic context of an ancien régime city in which, as we can 
assume, birth and mortality maintain the population at a more or less 
constant level, immigration becomes a decisive factor in any marked 
variation in the number of inhabitants, We have already examined 
and diseussed the impact of Turkish and Andalusian immigration, as 
well as that of converts to Islam, on the sudden rise in the population 
during the carly Ouoman period. It is more difficult, however, gi 
the present state of our knowledge, to evaluate another decisive factor 
in the population of Algiers during its most controversial period: that 











[Paris 1929], 182-189. In view of dheir expukion 965 married Turks registered with 
the potice at the ene! of July; on 30 July “cing cents et quelques Tures parsissrnt avoir 
été embarqués, ainsi quan grand pombre de femmes et denfants”). Other authors 
speak of the expulsion of 1,000 janissaries iseo R. Lespits, of at,, 497. 

See Aimee Callas, p. 3: “depuis Vexpukion des Turcs par les Francais, ct 
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of the slaves, in the city’s most auspicious days, from the end of the 
sixteenth to the mid seventeenth century: 

This problem no longer presents itself for the later period, from 
1736 to the French conquest, since in the last century of Ouoman 
rule the Arab-Turkish documentary sources give very precise indica- 
tions. Below is a table of the figures found in the Defter-i teschriftt.” one 
of the Ottoman ade trative registers studied by Albert Devoulx, 
keeper of the state archives in Arabic during the first decades of the 
colonial period. 

For the period from 1787 10 1830, during which time we suggested 
that the population was fairly stable—between 30,000 and 40,000 
inhabitants—the Tackrifat allows us to calculate the number of slaves 
on a total variable number ax between a minimem of 15% and a 
maximum of 4.7%; thus an average of c. 3% of the population. Using 
the figures from the Tachrifat, this average would also be confirmed for 
a population of ¢, 50,000 inhabitants in 1780, The sharp drop regis: 
tered in the number of slaves between 1786 and 1787 (a reduction of 
¢. 60%, with the losy of 854 lives in one year, a number close to the 
¢. 700 given by Venture de Paractis) was due to the epidemic that rav= 
aged the city in those years (see above}. 

From 1816 the impact of the number of slaves on the total population 
was greatly reduced. Following Lord Exmouth’s expedition, when be 
informed the Governor of Algiers of the abolition of slavery decreed 
by the Congress of Vienna and freed all Christian slaves, the number 
dropped to 0.5% of the urban population, with a residual presence of 
¢. 150 slaves in 1830. 








2 Ade Voukx, Tachrifat. Reewil de notes histerigors sar Vedoinictation de Vanier vig 
Cals. emer de Gonvcrneenent Ager, 1852) [cocufork Tad. The docx ee 
ments tanslated into French ‘some of the Turkish documents were i 
in Arabic) 





cen weit os coehaataticn ale coum pared 
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‘Table HL. Christian daves in Algices 1736-1816 \source: ‘Tactoyfat, p. 86)" 





1736 (1,063 1757 1778 1,369 




















1737 93 1758 779148 1798 
705 (1759 1780 1,494 1799 
5691760 178) 1,586 1800 
412 1761 1782 1,532 1901 
99 «1762 1783) «1,507 1802 
5301763 1781 1,520 1803 
582 (L764 1785 (1,372 1804 
739 (1763 1786 1,426 1805, 
7a 1766 1787 572 1806 
783 1767 1788 Si 1807 
21 1768 1789 659 1908 

1,008 1769 1790 75 1809 
950-1770 vor 762 1810 
1,063 W771 1792 832 iil 
17731772 1793 755 (1812 
oo «1773 1794 779 1813 
63200«774 794 895 134 
591 1773 17957301815, 
564 1776 1796 6591816 





1777 797 He 





© The dates are those of the Christian era: iy two instances the double figure is probe 
ably doe (o the discrepancy between the Gregorian and Islanie calendars, 


» For the same period we possess data provided by European authors and sources 
given in the table below. 


‘Table UL. Christan staves an Algiers according t european sources (1738-1830), 
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What can we sty about the period prior to 1736? As far as the Arab 
and Turkish sources are concerned, only the Ghazawedl gives us figures, 
which it is nevertheless difficult to verify. An initial figure testifies to 
the presence of 7,000 staves in Algiers (there was a stave revolt around 
1532 which Khayr al-din put down). Other passages state that this first 
substantial nucleus of shaves was not comprised of Christians captured 
by corsairs, but was the result of Spanish attacks against the city. The 
Ghazawit cites in particular 3,036 Spaniards captured when the fleet 
commanded by Hugo de Moncada was sunk in 1519, A further expe- 
dition which arrived too late to help the Pefion’s spanish garrison and 
was partially destroyed by Khayr al-din in 1529 provided the city with 
a total of 2,700 slaves.” Apart from this information, for the period 
prior to 1736 we only have the data supplied by European sources: 

















‘Table IV. Ghristian slaves in Algiers according to european sources 
1578-1729. 
1581 Hacde. almost 25,000 
1587 Lanfreducci and Bosio 20,000 
1598 Magini abnost 15,000 
1619 Gramaye more thas 35,000 
1621-1626 Mawarenhas more than 16,000 
1625 Salvago 25,000 
Dan 25,000 
Aranda 30,000/40.000 
Hérault 30,000/40,000 
Davity ‘ed. De Rocoles) 35,000 





Auvry (Miroir de la Charité 30,000/ 40,000 “dans toute 
la Régence” more than 


12,000 “A Vintérieur de la 
ville” 

1665, Du Vab more than 40,000 

1671 Arviews 10,000/12,000 

1676 ‘The Present State of Algiers 18,000 of which 9,000 


French 
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‘Table IV cons.) 
1678 De Fercourt 20,000/30,000 
1683 Manesson Mallet 35,0007 40,000 
1684 Pétis de la Crow 35,000 “dans le Royaume 
aAlgee” 
Lorance |APF) 4,000 
Lorance |APF) 1,600 “dans les Bagues™ 
Lorance (APP) 2,600 
Cometin 8,000/ 10,000 
Lorance APF) 3.000 
Gucudeville Atlas) 1,000 
Fan 9,000/10,000 
Vander Aa more than 5,000 








‘The highest figures (30,000, 35,000, 40,000) proposed by most of the 
sixteenth century authors, especially for the period from 1620 to 1680, 
do not seem acceptable, unless we were to admit that Algiers was noth- 
ing more than an enormous prison! Indeed, they presuppose a huge 
proportion of slaves with respect to the total population: 30% to 10%, 
if we accept the average of 100,000 proposed by the same authors, 
even more, if this average was lower when the city was at its most 
prosperous. A comparative analysis shows us that no other city in the 
Mediterranean in which the phenomenon of slavery was significant and 
for which we possess some relevant senes of data reached similar levels, 
In Trapani (Sicily), a rivelo (census) of 1569 allows us to calculate that 
the slaves comprised 15% of the total population. According to some 
analyyes, in Civitavecchia the slaves comprised 20% of the population 
in 1601, 10% in 1622 and 8% in 1642-43, while for Genoa the esti- 
mate is 3% at the end of the 16th century. For Malta~“a kind of 
Christian equivalent of the privateering cities of North Africa”—the 
estimates vary, since the available data only refer to the total popula- 
tion: their results vary between 4.3% and 5% in 1590, with 3.5% as the 
highest figure in 1632 (9% of the population of La Valletta. where the 
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slaves were concentrated, since at that time the city had a population 
of 22,000). Nevertheless, not even in this case does a comparative 
evaluation give us any certainty, even though it allows us to entertain 
some doubt over the validity of the figures proposed for Algiers. 

Returning to the European sources in the table above. only the figures 
given by Yvon Lorance, apostolic vicar in Algiers from 1693 to 1705, 
though imprecise and merely inslicative, scem plausible. ‘The vicar was 
particularly active in helping Christian slaves and so he must have been 
able to estimate their number, Presumably the disparity in the numbers 
he gives over the years is due to his interest in this phenomenon in 
terms of quantity:© The data tell us, moreover, that towards the end 
of the seventeenth century the slaves living in the baths (the 
of whom probably belonged to the boli) represented less than half 
the total number. 

If Lorance’s figures are close to the tnith, then they are far from 
those of other European observers who speak of 20, 30, 10, even 50 
thousand slaves for the years immediately preceding. No known event 
in the second half of the seventeenth century justifies such a sudden 
decrease in the number of slaves (from a minimum of 15,000 to more 
than 30,000 over @ period of about 30 years). Most likely the number 
of slaves followed a diminishing curve due to their liberation in large 
numbers, the assaults against the city and the various epidemics, expe- 
cially, if we consider that during the same period privateering continued 
uninterrupted.” Perhaps the figures given by D’Arvieux (10,000-12,000 











“ M. Fontenay, “Il imereato maltese degh schint al tempo dei Cavaliert dt Sour 
Giowanmi (1530-17985," Quoderné steric: 107 (2001): 394. 

© "Phe disparity in Lorance’s figures (a total of 4,000 in 1693, 1,600 “dans tes 
bagnes” in 1696, a total of 2,600 and 3,000 in 1698 and 1701 respectively) is not 
except, dough i saaage not to hed any echo of dhe expedition agp ast 
aptine of Tus which brow Algien “anc gruclc quasiaé d'cccared” actording t 
De Geammont (Histor. .cit, 265). Nevertheless in a letter to Rome, Lorance descabes 
the triumph of the Algerian troops on their return frosm Tunis, which they’ had taken 
after the defeat of the by's army at the end of 1694 (APE, SC, Barbaria, wo. 3, 
£. 251: Locance to PE, 2/3/1695). The ™ quae” of slaves consisted onty 
af 400 ites duce Gehmabtg 06 Oe try Wilma (0. Cochin, ain ent 
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slaves in 1674) Auvry in his Mfivir de la charité (more than 12,000 
within the city in 1662) are closer to the truth.” Supposing that the 
greatest number of slaves corresponds more or less to the demographic 
and economic apogee of the city, between 1625 and 1638, of in any 
case in the first decades of the seventeenth century, we can hypothesise 
that the staves were more numerous in this period ‘perhaps several 
thousand more, ©, 15,0002)" 








A Numerically Important Minority: The Jacs 


Another category of the population for which we are in possession of 
data, expecially from Enropean sources, is the Jewish community, though 
the highest figures are not to be accepted without reservation, especially 
those given by Shaw (15,000), as well as the 5,000 houses ibited by 
Jewish families given by Laugier de Tassy, both of which are highly 
unlikely. The only plausible reference is to be found in the census at 
the end of 1830, which records the presence of 5,200 Jews in Algiers. 
‘This figure should also correspond to their presence before the French 
Occupation, since the Jews did not leave the city after this event. 








fable V. 





‘The jewish community in algiers according to european sources. 


1533-1536 Mémoire Stmancas (trans. De la Primaudaic) 300 families 
1578-1581 Hacdo 150 


1619 Gramaye miore than 8,000 
163+ Dan 9,000-10,000 
1660 Danity (cd. De Rocoles uuiore thiat 8,000 
1662 Auvry 8,000-9,000 
1670 Ogilby 9,000--10,000 
1674 D'Anieux 10,000- 12,000 


be tempted to use De Grammont’s ratio of 1:20 French slaves in relation to the toul 
number (“Etudes algériernes. La course, Fesclavage et la redemption Alger.” in Rerwe 
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‘Fable V (cont) 

1676, The Present State of gers 13,000 “native 
1725 Laugier de ‘Tassy 

1738 Shaw 15,000 

1702 Tolle 5,000 families 
1751 before) Ricaud (in Venture de Paradix) 7,000-8,000 
1784 Palermo 5,000 families 
1789 Venwure de Paradis 7,000 

1808, Boutin 10,000. 12,000 
1826, Shaler 5,000 

1830 Mérowe Cotlas ©, 5,200 

1830 Rovet 5,000 





‘The demographic evolution of dis part of the population is known in 
ios broader spectrum. ‘The Jewish community was formed, or : 
case enlarged, at the end of the thirteenth century, thanks to immigra- 
tion from the Balearic Islands. In the following century, but also after 
the edict of 1492 which only lefi them the choice of exile or conver- 
sion, many arrived from Spain. Before the establishment of Ouoman 
rule many had already come from laly, the Netherlands, France and 
England. Khayr al-din facilitated their settlement in Algiers, after which 
they played an important part in the city’s economy, especially thanks 
to the trade and commerce generated by privatcering, 

Algiers experienced a final immigration of Jews from Enrope in the 
eighteenth century with the arrival of entire families from Leghorn 
ickly assumed a prominent commercial and political role in 
the life of the city; especially once they obtained the monopoly on the 
exportation of cereals. This period of prosperity ended in 1805, the 
year in which their honses were sacked and they were massacred after 
the assassination of Nephtali Busnach, the richest and most powerful 
Jewish merchant in the city. Using French documents in bis reconstruc 
tion of events, De Grammont informs us that at least 50 Jews were 
murdered on this occasion, while another 200 escaped unharmed by 
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very large number of survivors”” was immediately exiled by the dey 
Mustapha. It is impossible to define precisely the reduction in the Jewish 
population on this occasion, but if we rely once again on Venture de 
Paradis’ account who calculates their number at 7,000 in 1789, and if 
we take for granted a certain degree of stability in the following years, 
then the reduction over the last two decades of the Ottoman period 
would be between 1,000 and 2,000 people. 

A constant of the Ottoman period, cited by at least two authors with 

a 200 years interval, Gramaye and Venture de Paradis, is the density 
ae population in the Jewish neighbourhoods. ‘The former claims to 
have counted at least 300 people in one house, while the latter writes 
that 7,000 Jews lived in only 180 houses, with an average, therefore, 
of a little under 40 inhabitants per house, 

















The Military Presence: The Janissavies 


‘The European sources also give quite variable figures for the janissare 
ies. The 11,897 recorded in 1745 in the pay-roll registers.” constitute 
a precise figure for the second half of the eighteenth century, The 
distinction between “men in the fighting services” (9,322) and “soldiers 
out of the ranks” (2,575), used in the analysis of these registers, is of 
little importance for our own, while their total number is consider- 
able when compared to other known situations.” It is difficult to say 
whether the number of janissaries recorded in this period is lower than 
in earlier periods, though probably the highest number of troops was 
in the first half of the seventeenth century, The construction of nwo 


» HL-D. De Grammont, Hitaire...cit,, 361. In a Judeo-Arab lament quoted by 
Bloch, the miiitia massacred 42,Jews in the synagogue and wounded many more. The 
author states that the expulsion was only a threat, but dhat 300 families eft for Tunis 
tn] Legpae in July of the nme year Gre M. Binenibeth ao $77 

B, Geamaye, of ote, 13; Venture de Paradis, oh cit 3. 
ay Denny, of at, 36. Sce ako F. Creati, “Quelques réfiexéons. 

7) For cxeauple Cian, where 6.461 jeisionnstn wese Counted, ont of a total Off 
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military barracks in the Ottoman period, known by the Turkish names 
of Odalar exki and Odalar yeni, in 1627-28 and 1637 respectively, seems 
to confirm this hypothesis.”* 

‘The natural mortality rate, together with the mortality rate of those 
who died in armed combat, could open up great voids in the military 
ranks. According to a 1754 account, for instance. the number of troops 
was reduced to 4,000 men.” The censis carried out on the orders of 
dg Muhammad Khaznaj 1815 constitutes a further, quite reliable, 
datum: it demonstrates that the reducti the number of troops 
Was not filled by new recruits and reveals the presence of 4,000 men 
of whom 700 were not in active service.” These figures seem to be 
confirmed by the number of janissaries expelled after the French Occu- 
pation. ‘Taken as a whole, they seem to indicate a constant decline in 
the armed forces from the mid eighteenth century onwards: the 8,533 
new recruits between 1801 and 1829” (with an average of ¢, 300 per 
annum) were not sufficient to renew the military might of the city’s 
most glorious days. 

We might speculate that the ¢lecline in the number of janissaries was 
compensated for by the recruitment of local militia men, though the 
available sources are inaccurate and the data they provide disparate 
and hence unreliable. Graberg, for instance, states that the Regency 
could, if needed. call on the services of at least 100,000 soldiers, and 
estimates that on the eve of the French expedition the city garrisons 
counted 4,000 to 5,000 ‘Turks and 10,000 ~Coloulis” and Moriscos, 
‘The author also mentions the presence of 2,000 cavalrymen and a new 
battalion of “natives” and slaves from central Africa recruited shortly 
before by the dg. 












™ See G. Colinn Corpus des inserptts arabes targa Fae Pasis, 1909), passing 
R. Meunier, “Les casernes clea Janissaires d'EbD jaar,” Feillts 4°67 Dysnir, wes series, 
2, 3 (July 1962): 5-6, 
® X. Sacerdoti, “La mission & Alger du consul de Venise Nicolas Rosalem 
(1759-175H)." RA 96 (1952 87. Following » suklen drop it manibery the sultans 
permission was requested to recruit 300 jarduaries iu Anatolia. See also T, Shuval, 
@. ct. 6-65, 
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‘Table VI. ‘Troops and Janissaries in Algicrs according to the sources, 





1536, 
1587 


1605 
1615 
1619 
1621-1626 


1625 
1634 
1640 1612 
1660 
1684 
1686, 
vio 
173t 


1745 
vt 


W754 
1784 
4785 ‘ante 
1788 


1303, 


1815 


1830 
1830 


Perez de Idiacayz 
Lanfreducei and Bosio 


De Bréves 
Lithgow 
Gramaye 
Mascarenhas 


Salvage 
Dan 

De Aranda 

Davity (ed, De Rocoles 
Raat présent du Royaume 
Darey (Plan d’Alger) 
Gueudeville 

Tollot 

Régustres de solde 

Ricaud (cit. Venture de 
Rosalem (ed. Sacerdon 
Palermo. 


Venture 


Raynal (Gt. i 





Lespés, 
Boutin 


De Grammont 


Graberg di Hems 
expelled after the French 
Occyy 





2,000 Turks and 7,000-8,000 
Andalusian Moors 
25,000 soldiers, of which 6,000 


6,000 families of veterans 

7 barracks with 500-600 men 
each; 5,000-6,000 in the whole 
territory, of which 1,000°1,500 
in Algiers 

10,000 
22,000 mi 
12,000 
6,000 families 

14,000 janissiries 
10,000-14,000 men 

12,000 

134 000-14 000 men with the 





men 


11,000- 12,000 


4,000 
3,000 

7,000-8,000 altogether, of 
whom 3,000 in Algiers 

10,000 men, of whom 6,000 
Turks tiroughout the Regency 
10,000.?) in the Regency 
“15.000 hommes dont 5.000 
‘Maures dans toute ka Régence” 
4,006 (from the census of 
Muhammad Khaznaji 

4,500 “Turks, Ostmanl™ 

3,500 
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As in the case of the slaves, the highest figures proposed for the troops 
in Algiers pose the problem of their division between the capital and the 
other garrisons in the Regency, The European documents do not often 
make this distinction. In the absence of more precise documentation, 
the importance of this division, which undoubtedly varied, escapes us, 
Mascarenhas who was in Algiers between 162) and 1626 states that 
only between a third and a sixth of the janisaries were stationed in 
the city while the rest were stationed in garrisons inland. Venture de 
Paradis gives an estimate of 3,000 soldiers in the capital out of a total 
of 7,000 or 8,000 “Tures levantins” throughout the Regency.” 


Conclusions 





So what can be said wii imum of certainty about the demo- 
graphic evolution of Algiers in the Ovoman period? Given the present 
state of our knowledge, the following summary seems possible: 


a) Inv the period prior 10 Ottoman rule, even though Algiers was one 
of the main citics of the central Maghreb, it was quite small physs- 
cally and demographically. The scarcity of inhabitants scents to be a 
constant in Algerian territory in the middle ages and the city had a 
modest population compared with larger cities, such as Fez or ‘Tunis, 
but abo less important cities such as Tilimsin and Qusantina, 

by ‘The sxteenth century saw the beginning of the development that woud 
lead the city within a few decades to occupy a prime place, politically, 
economically and demographically, amongst the capital cities of the 
central Maghreb. This phenomenon was due to an increase in the 
population linked to international events ‘the expulsion of Mustinis 
from the Iberian peninsila), political events (the gradual ranfortia- 
tion of Algiers into the provincial capital of the Ottoman Empire and 
the influx of a Turkish military Alte) and economic factors (especially 





the development of a system of production and distribution of wealtl 
based largely on privatcering). Privatecring and a series of victorious 


baites against the Spaniards in the sixteenth century gave Algiers a 
large number of Christian slaves, a part of which was integrated with 
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of Algeria, who remained a minority inside the city, according to the 
rare sources on the subject. 

As far as the built environment is concerned, this was extended in the 
Ottoman period with the construction of a larger perimeter of walls iy 
the first half of the sixteenth century, Nevertheless, it seems that this 
enclosed space was insufficient to hold the fresh wave of immigrants, 
nce a new suburb sprang up outside the walle We don't have any 
details about the demolition of this suburb, but we can imagine that 
afterwards its population moved to within the city walls. 

For the rest of the Otioman penod the city would remain enclosed 

within its walls, ‘The stability of its physical dimensions allows us to 
presume that the demographic pressure was bearable ancl that there 
was perhaps the political will (0 contain the population within limits 
that were casier to control. 
Concerning the immigrant population, we need to make a distinction 
between different groups. Firstly between Muslims and non-Muslins, 
arnt secondly between “eastern” and “western” Mustins. A final immi- 
gration of Spanish Musims took place after 1609 with the expulsion 
order against the Morisoos. Eastern Muslims were essentially composed 
of Anatolian ‘Turks who made up the backbone of the armed forces: 
their recruitment was continuous, though variable, over this period, 
and indeed in decline from the mid cightcenth century onwards, 

As far as non-Mudimsare concerned, we need to disinguish between 
Christians and Jews, The latter were present prior to the Ottoman 
period and their number increased from the beginning of the sixteenth 
century thanks to the special terms granted them by the new rulers of 
the aty, Their num y comtinued to increase with the arrival 
of immigrants from Haly, though this process is difficult to define; that 
is, until the beginning of the nineteenth century, when a part of this 
minority group was expelled or fled the city after acts of violence and 
DAASSACTE 5, 

As far as Christians, especially Christian slaves, are concerned. 
their nuanber varies conéderably, depending on the opportunities for 
privatccring and international, political and military events. The pres 
ence of daves in the population of Algicrs was continuous throughout 
this period, and we can imagine that their number was higher dur- 
ing the city’s most prosperous time and that it began to decline afier 
1638, 

Finally; for the last “imported” group, African staves, information 
is warce and may he summed up in the 1,200 “freemen, daves and 
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We can assume that the density of the buiklings within the city walls 
Was ata waxinnum in this period: a forty of habitat had developed 
vertically which is one of the most original features of the city from 
aut architectural and urban-worphological viewpoint, the different 
typologies of which are still imperfectly known. 

In the mid sixteenth century there was a decrease in the population 
duc to various factors, amongst which, in particular, a decrease in 
the number of slaves due to & reduction in privatecring caused by 
the losses off the Algerian fleet), changes in navigation techmques 
and an increase in the ransoming of slaves. This decline was more 
rapid during epidemics (especially in 1654-37 and 1664) and natural 
disasters, No documentation allows tas (0 state that these losses were 
replaced by the local population, 

‘The bombardinents especially of the Prencts fleet jn the 1680s, damaged 
some of the buildings in the capital, though they did not seriously 
affect the population. ‘They did, however, weaken its political and 
rconomic situation with demographic consequences that are difficult 
to evahiate, 

Tn the course of the next 100 years, until ¢. 1780, the main nucleus: 
of the population remained fairly stable, with greater losses during 
natural disasters ‘The numbers of Christian slaves ‘accurately recorded 
from 1736) decreased and probably only comprised a maximum of 
1% of the total population. There was a period of slight demographic 
increase, from 1757 to 1786, when their numbers stabilised around 
the highest figures of the century, due to several decades of economic 
growth and political stability: 

‘The gradual political dectine of the capital, as pant of the general 
crisis of the Ottoman Empire, is also manifest in a reduction in the 
aumnber of recruits in the Turkish militia, In the absenee of more 
accurate data, we may surmise that this reduction was a progres- 
sive one, No documentation allows us (© state, however, hat it was 
compensated for by the recruitment of local auxiliaries, though this 
cannot be excluded. 

If we accept the figures proposed by Venture de Paradis, then we ean 
t shortly before the plague of 1787 the population of Algiers 
was ¢. 50,000 inhabitants, 

"The years 1787 and 1788 represent a moment of sharp demographic 
decline: the population was reduced by a third (¢. 35,000 inhabitants 
duc to a plague epidemic. 

From the end of the eighteenth century until 1830 the population 
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Many elements are still lacking that would help define more accurately 
the demographic evolution of Algiers in the Ottoman period, though, 
taken asa whole, the available data allow us to go beyond a simple 
“opinion de confiance™ and formulate an hypothesis that is perhaps 
close to the historical reality. Thus Algicrs appears to have been an 
extraordinary phenomenon in the panorama of provincial Arab capi- 
tals in the Ottoman Empire, especially in terms of the density of its 
population: slightly more than 1,100 per hectare around 1780; even 
more at its demographic peak: between 650 and 750 before the French 
Conquest in 1830, ‘The overcrowding, especially during the period in 
which its population was most numerous, must have created terrible 
living conditions, especially for the poorer strata of society. The spacious 
mansions, some of which have survived t the present day and so are 
better known to us, were certainly the exception not the norm. 

As far as the documentary sources are concerned, the available data, 
especially from European sources, can be misteading. Often based on 
ideological prejudices of falsified for “promotional” reasons that have 
nothing to do with the quest for historical truth, they nevertheless offer 
many valid, albeit partial, elements which help enrich our knowledge, 
Clearly, as with all historical sources, they must be subjected to critical 
serutiny. The documents in the Arab and Turkish archives call for a 
fresh examination which is indeed already underway and should with 
time provide some of the figures that have so far been lacking, 

Finally, any discussion of the demographic evolution of Algiers under 
Ouoman rule, whether today or in the future, can be based solely on 
documents and written sources. Some years ago, | completed my first 
exposition of the subject, confirming that an analysis of the urban 
fabric of the extant Ottoman city would remedy, at least in part, the 
shortcomings of the written sources and allow us to understand better 
its evolution over more than three centuries, thereby making it possible 
to “establish on a sounder basis the different hypotheses [...] concerning 
the population and social structure of Algiers in the Turkish period.” 
‘Today. these hopes have been dashed. The piles of ruins and rabbish, 
the void left by demolished or collapsed buildings, the numerous projects 

















